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Volunteer Service Description: BioBlitz Data Collection Volunteer

	Service Details
	response

	Service Type: 
	 Regular/Recurring Position

	Service Date(s): 
	August 2026 
	*Service Location:
	Park Wide
	*Time Commitment:

	Approx. 4 hours, August 14th and/or August 22nd  



	Supervision and Support
	response

	Position Supports:
	Natural Resources

	*Primary Supervisor:
	​​Elizabeth LaRochelle​ 

	Title:
	​​Park Ranger​ 

	Email:
	​​elizabeth_larochelle@nps.gov​ 

	Phone:
	​​917-227-6477​ 

	Secondary Contact(s): 
	​​Ashley Bodin, 724-931-0489​ 



	Main Goals for Position

	Provide valuable baseline data to assist Natural Resources division by: 
· Documenting plant species, animals, and vegetation at areas in the park identified as having a high-risk for disturbances. 



	Description of Duties

	· Download and create an account on iNaturalist
· Join the “Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument” iNaturalist project. 
· Under the direction of park staff explore different areas of the monument. 
· Use a personal device with the iNaturalist app to take inventory photos of targeted plants, animals, insects/arachnids, and fungi.
· Hike the trail and/or area where data is being collected.
· Upload pictures on to iNaturalist and fill out required information fields. Please ensure your observation is part of the “Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument” iNaturalist project.
· Participate in group discussions about observations.
· Work safely and in a professional manner when in the field.
· Communicate with their leaders/supervisors about any issues that may arise. 
· Report any injuries or accidents witnessed to the supervisor immediately.




	Required Qualifications
	response

	*Prior training or certifications are required.
	☐Yes  ☒No

	Minimum age requirement?
	☐Yes  ☒No

	*Health or physical condition requirement? (i.e. medical clearance required)
	☐Yes  ☒No


Explain, if necessary, any of the above: No prior training or certification is required; however, volunteers should feel comfortable with using apps and taking pictures on a phone. Minors under the age of 16 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian at all times when volunteering. 

	Working Environment and Safety Considerations

	Working Environment
· Outdoor duties may be performed in varying weather conditions
· Walking or hiking distances of up to 3 miles/day. 
· Extended periods of walking, standing, bending, kneeling, or reaching. 
· Riding in vehicles on bumpy roads for up to 2 hours. 
· Hiking on trails known to be habitat for moose, bear, and endangered species. 
Possible safety concerns include: 
· Uneven or slippery terrain such as gravel, pine needles, grass, and tree roots on trails. 
· Potential wildlife interactions 
· Slipping, falling, tripping on uneven terrain 
· Repetitive movements 
· Insect and snake bites 
· Poison ivy/poison oak 
· Exposure to wildlife diseases 
· Exposure to extreme weather conditions 
· Exposure to possible allergens such as insects, pollen, dust, etc.
Relevant Job Hazard Analysis is attached to this service description.



	Government Property and Equipment 
	response

	*Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) will be provided to the volunteer.   
	☒Yes   ☐No

	The volunteer will use a government vehicle (GOV) for volunteer duties.
	☒Yes   ☒No

	The volunteer will use government equipment for volunteer duties.
	☐Yes   ☒No


Explain, if necessary, any of the above:
· A safety vest will be provided to all volunteers. 
· Volunteers will be transported to work-site inside government vehicles but are not permitted to drive the government vehicles at any time.  
· Volunteers may use a personal vehicle (POV) to drive to the work site. The National Park Service will not be held responsible for any damage incurred to personal property, and the volunteer would not be eligible for any type of reimbursement relating to damages or repairs.  

	Personal Property and Equipment
	response

	*The volunteer will use a personal vehicle (POV) for volunteer duties.
	☐Yes   ☒No

	*The volunteer will use personal equipment for volunteer duties.
	☒Yes   ☐No

	The volunteer must supply parts of the volunteer uniform for this position.
	☒Yes   ☐No


Explain, if necessary, any of the above:
· Volunteers are required to use their personal devices to observe, take pictures, and upload their observations to iNaturalist.
· The park will provide the volunteer with a VIP uniform safety vest which must always be worn while volunteering.  
· Volunteers must provide their own personal PPE e.g., closed-toed footwear, long pants, sunscreen, bug spray, food, and water.  

	Internal Controls
	response

	Position: Position requires a background investigation.
	☐Yes   ☒No

	Money: Will be handling permits, passes, fees or government money.
	☐Yes   ☒No

	Access: Will have unsupervised access to government buildings. 
	☐Yes   ☒No

	Computers: Will have access to the DOI Network/government computer.
	☐Yes   ☒No



	Volunteer Benefits
	response

	*Reimbursements approved?
	☐Yes   ☒No

	*Housing provided?
	☐Yes   ☒No

	*Trainings provided?
	☒Yes   ☐No

	Travel approved?
	☐Yes   ☒No

	Uniform provided?
	☐Yes   ☒No


Explain, if necessary, any of the above:
· Volunteers will receive training and instructions at the start of this event. 
· Volunteers will receive uniform safety vests for this event.
· Reimbursements are not approved for this position.  
 
Additional Items 
· Due to limited parking and road conditions leading to the worksite, KAWW is providing transportation in government vehicles to this event.  
· The meeting location will be the Patten Lumbermen’s Museum, 61 Shin Pond Rd, Patten, ME 04765 
· Any volunteer who chooses to drive their personal vehicle must meet the group at the Lumbermen’s Museum prior to then following the group to the worksite.  
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